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Introduction

The late Berkeley political scientist, Nelson Polsby, used to
distinguish “countries where we have colleagues” from those where we
do not. By “colleagues,” he meant scholars who publish independent
research about politics in an atmosphere of academic freedom. That
international community of political researchers has grown dramatically
since World War 11, and with the development of modern travel and
communication, it has become increasingly well integrated. It has
members on every continent.

Taiwan is a country where we have colleagues. Since the 1987
democratization, Taiwan political science has exploded in productivity
and international visibility. Indeed, across the social sciences, Taiwan
scholarship has gained widespread respect. The recent volume,
Taiwan Studies Revisited by Dafydd Fell and Hsin-Huang Michael
Hsiao, sets out examples of the history and growing success of the
field (Fell and Hsiao 2020). No other country its size has exceeded
Taiwan’s contributions to our knowledge of social and political life.

Taiwan studies have also enjoyed a growing institutionalization
in higher education, both in the U.S. and in Europe. Examples
of Taiwan study centers in the U.S. include those at, UCLA, the
University of California-San Diego, the University of California-
Santa Barbara, the University of Washington, the University of
Texas, and the University of South Carolina. In Europe, the Center
of Taiwan Studies at the University of London is housed in the
School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS). The University
of Nottingham hosts the Taiwan Studies Programme. Germany
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has established a multi-university research program located at
Trier University, the University of Tubingen, and Ruhr University
Bochum.

Taiwan’s international stature is particularly visible in the
field of electoral studies. A straightforward test of its prominence is
readily available. We can simply count how many surveys of national
elections each country has contributed to the Comparative Study of
Electoral Systems (CSES), an organization built by election scholars
from around the world. Table 1 sets out that result.

As the table shows, most Asian countries have never done a
legitimate election study for CSES. In most cases, that is because
they do not have legitimate elections. But Asian democracies often
have a modest record in electoral research as well. Even a country
like India, with a longer democratic history and a GDP several times
larger than Taiwan’s, has not mounted a single serious election
study as part of the international dialogue. Recently, Indian election
surveys have been conducted regularly, but they all fail the standard
international test of questionnaire integration with the CSES and
open access to the data by the international community (Palshikar
2013).

Taiwan provides a happy exception to the typical Asian pattern
of overlooking electoral research. No one in Asia has done more
CSES election studies than Taiwan, and the data are available to any
qualified scholar, both in Chinese and in English. Taiwan scholars
have also published and made available highly-disaggregated
geographic elections returns for all its democratic elections. The
academic research unit that has created, assembled, annotated, and

11
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made publicly available these data is the Election Study Center
(ESC) of National Chengchi University. Other Taiwan universities,
such as National Taiwan University, have also conducted engaging,
valuable public opinion research, notably the Asian Barometer series
created by the late Yun-han Chu. Those studies have made important
contributions to our understanding of people’s values and political
orientations. But for Taiwan electoral studies, it is ESC’s studies of
elections and their causes that has received the most international
attention. In particular, their widely-cited reports of Taiwan
citizens’ national identities (“Chinese,” “Taiwanese,” or “both”) are
universally regarded as the gold standard for assessing Taiwan’s
evolution as a political culture. No other East Asian public opinion
research center has the same international visibility.

Table 1. Number of election studies deposited with the Comparative
Study of Electoral Systems for Asian, North American, and
selected European countries as of March 1, 2022.

Country CSES Election Studies

Taiwan, New Zealand 7

Hong Kong, U.S., Canada, Germany

Awustralia, , Japan, South Korea

Thailand, Great Britain

Philippines, Russia

R|W|B|lOoT O

Kyrgyzstan

China, Vietnam, Cambodia, Myanmar, Laos, India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Afghanistan, Kazakhstan,
Tajikistan, Mongolia, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Papua New

Guinea




Taiwan’s Contribution to International Electoral Research:
The Importance of Chi Huang

The longest-running sequence of Taiwan election surveys
is Taiwan’s Election and Democratization Study (TEDS), begun
in 2001. These surveys cover presidential elections, Legislative
Yuan contests, and many mayoral and local elections, along with
assessments of presidential popularity. Since 2001, TEDS has
conducted more than three such surveys per year. | am not aware
of any other political survey center anywhere in the world that
accomplished so much in those two decades.

Now, who is responsible for TEDS? Who created this primary
example of Taiwan’s eminence in election research? Such questions
need qualification, of course. Electoral surveys are like filmmaking:
They require a large cast of people with diverse talents and skills.
No one person deserves all the credit. But like films, election studies
have a “director,” someone responsible for pulling the team together
and setting a vision for the project.

In Taiwan’s case, there is little doubt that the central guiding
figure for ESC’s election studies over the past quarter century has
been Chi Huang. Indeed, of the 62 TEDS surveys conducted from
2001 to mid-2020, Chi Huang was the Principal Investigator (PI)
for no fewer than 53 of them. And even when a professor at another
institution was the PI, ESC carried out the actual implementation of
the survey.

Chi has been quite instrumental in establishing research
infrastructure for empirical research on Taiwan. He was a founding
member of the Conference Group on Taiwan Studies (CGOTS), a
group affiliated with the American Political Science Association

13
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(APSA). From modest beginnings in 1992, CGOTS has grown to
include many members and many attendees at its panels, making
it one of the largest affiliated groups in APSA. In one recent year,
widespread interest in research on Taiwan and heavy attendance at
related panels led to APSA’s allotting CGOTS more panels for its
paper presentations than any other affiliated group. This growth in
international academic interest in Taiwan politics owes much to the
vision, foresight, and hard work of CGOTS’s founders, among whom
Chi was a prominent member.

Chi has also contributed to the development of survey and
statistical methods, so important for the analysis of surveys like
the TEDS series. With a group of other Taiwan scholars, he was a
co-founder of the Institute of Political Methodology, a group that
provided much-needed training for students and faculty in the early
days of empirical political research. It continues to help students
learn the always difficult process of doing statistical analysis with
both mathematical rigor and political common sense.

Chi’s own work exemplifies the combination of sophisticated
methods with sound political judgment. He has written a great many
books and articles, far more than anyone could summarize in the
space available here. Some of that work is very topical: For example,
how did the recent successful presidential candidate win? How did
the electoral reform affect people’s votes? Those are always important
and interesting questions in any democracy. Chi had the best data to
answer such questions, and he used appropriate methods to address
them in Taiwan’s multiparty system. There is so much to admire in
those books and papers.
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For me, however, Chi’s most engaging articles are the papers
in which he takes up some critical political science concept, perhaps
a bit fuzzy, and turns it into a clear statistical model that can be
applied to data. My favorite, and a paper that | have often taught to
graduate students, is Huang (2005). In that study, Chi shows how
the sometimes nebulous concept of “identity” can be operationalized
as a latent variable, and then estimated using latent class analysis.
Not many methodologists have been blessed with an intuition as
impressive as that one. The paper is neither a purely mathematical
addition to the corpus of statistical theory with no obvious political
science importance, nor is it a mechanical statistical application
applied to a poorly understood substantive problem. Instead, it
embodies in statistical language a genuine political insight, one that
can be exploited by subsequent scholars working in the ever-growing
field of identity studies.

As T.Y. Wang has suggested to me, in many respects Chi’s
career parallels that of Taiwan political science generally. When
Chi joined the profession, Taiwan was still an authoritarian country.
Political science was a repressed part of academic life for the usual
reason: Authoritarian governments are quick to suppress genuine
political science. They are afraid of honest public conversation and
legitimate scientific investigation because the ideas that emerge are
too threatening to the official lies that prop up the state. To keep their
jobs, political scientists have to parrot the reigning ideology. Too
often, they come to believe it themselves. The dreary state of most
political science in today’s China illustrates the point only too well.

15
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Emerging from authoritarian darkness is never easy for political
science. Yet, with the coming of democracy to Taiwan, fresh ideas
blossomed in the new academic freedom. A great many young Taiwan
scholars had studied in the U.S. and other Western democracies;
others soon followed. There, they married their own democratic and
scientific aspirations to the research skills they were taught. They
began to adapt those skills to their own country and culture. That
translation is always demanding. Young American scholars studied
in Germany in the late nineteenth century, and they struggled after
their return to make German ideas work in a very different, less
developed, more free-wheeling democratic culture. Taiwan scholars
have had to do the same with American ideas as they adapted them
to a Confucian culture existing in a dangerous part of the world. But
they have done so admirably well. Chi Huang’s career illustrates
clearly both how difficult the work has been and how successfully it
has been accomplished.

The list of “countries where we have colleagues” is never as long
as it should be, and it may have grown shorter in recent years with
the international “crisis of democracy.” But Taiwan remains a shining
example of political science excellence. In that island democracy, Chi
Huang is an outstanding example of a colleague treasured by political
scientists around the world. | am proud to call him my friend. He is
unsurpassed in his influence on Taiwan political science during the

past forty years.
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Ve B Ry AR - ﬂbﬁwfﬁf@ » & 1991 £ eh
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1 # % & Andrew Nathan, Edwin Winckler, Steve Chan, and Huang Chi. 1991. “How
can Taiwan Studies Contribute to Political Science.” #<; 54 48 19: 261-299.
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PSS LA S BT £ ¥ cab b L RN SEE B
/gJe (general political science literature ) 2. # 7 ¥ & 4k eh— 384 o
Bl o A - BARR T - BRAT ok G A e 2 RE K
# B "How can American studies contribute to political science ? |
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7R pE i B 4F 2% ¢ _Texas A&M University i & 3| University of
Kentucky eF# £2 > 1992 ~ 1993 & & #4383t ~ ~ & 3w € > i
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B A 4 ¥ = (well-established status) - & £ & E
d L A RhFGs B AP BRI RE - A H o P U RS
o FTis AR 3 (comparative study ) A2 G (A E & hZk 5] (case)
Zo— o B BIMARME I AN ERG - BEREL SN
f{§¢@§ﬁp TTENMG S BE e vE AR P
x|l s 7AW RIUMEESDEY - BXH| -
B REDE S FARRL R %{E@f&ﬁ“ fehs 5L
A RA - B PR G PIRR R o 3 g R TE Y
V- BRER K BMAERS T SR RERTR
[4c— o FARMNA © Aim— WA N 42016 #7842
Peaitd B ADERFIR R R DE 22 T RRIE
(single non-transferable vote, SNTV ) % = L & 8 & 335 8 4
A (mixed-member electoral system) 2 £ & B = & 2L 4 00 >
e H 2% 5 - Hed BRRE GRS G jf;j‘kii
BT AEL T - B om Y - BV OUH BN R
i B R bl o SUEAL G JRT LR NAGAR B R A
B— v i P it e (generalizable ) F)% B % o
e A F Bots B s E m‘*'m)r ¢ §_ T Electoral system
matters, but the constitutional framework also matters - | 78z B 2
H@gpgﬁm—@$%?ﬂwﬁéﬁ%iﬁwi 354
PR A TR ERIR v g A2V Ap A R
- gk o Floop AE PR R L L RAG wq‘{ﬁ
FeRAI L s L R oo B AFBERGIR KL FRASNTV #

2 Nathan Batto, Chi Huang, Alex Tan, and Gary Cox. 2016. Mixed-Member
Electoral Systems in Constitutional Context: Taiwan, Japan, and Beyond. The
University of Michigan Press.
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3 Douglas W. Rae. 1967. The Political Consequences of Electoral Laws. New
Haven: Yale University Press.
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